
 

 

 

 

  April 2016 

Current Events 

Draper citizens and especially 

customers of WaterPro, I want to make 
you aware of a public health issue. On 
March 15th, the City Council held a 
public hearing regarding a proposed ban 
of all canines in the Corner Canyon 
Watershed Boundaries.  

The Council is considering enacting this 
ban because the coliform bacteria levels 
in the Corner Canyon Drainage are at 
critical levels. The water in its current 
state is not treatable by 
WaterPro. Canines are the sole cause of 
this problem. Wildlife waste does not 
contribute in any way to this problem.   

Acceptable levels of coliform bacteria are 
50 ppm. The levels in the canyon, at 
peak times, are 1200 ppm or more. We 
actually don't know how high it truly is 
because the water test used only goes 
up to 1200 ppm, and thus it is likely that 
the true levels are much higher. 

In my opinion, as your Mayor, this is a 
public health issue and not a political 
dog rights issue. We must act now to 
protect our water in the future! 

WaterPro’s treatment plant, although 
state of the art based on their historic 
water sources, is incapable of treating 
water at 1200 ppm. So what happens to 
the water? Well, WaterPro is forced to 
blend the Corner Canyon dog poop 
bacteria water with another clean water 
source in order to dilute it to a treatable 
level. Is that what you want to drink? 
Blended dog water! When WaterPro 
cannot dilute the water it must divert the 
water to the Jordan River where it is lost 
for culinary use. This is a waste of water 
and it drives up our water rates. 
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Corner Canyon water quality has 
historically been outstanding. This city 
was founded and developed on this 
pristine water source. As you know, we 
live in the second driest state in the 
union and every water source is 
precious. 

Eleven years ago Draper City, by vote 
of our citizens, purchased Corner 
Canyon from WaterPro. The land was 
immediately placed in a conservation 
easement and the terms of the 
easement mandate that the City 
preserve the water quality. 
Interestingly, after the purchase, 
WaterPro agreed to try an experiment 
and allow canines to access the 
property. This is the only culinary 
watershed in the state of Utah that 
allows canine access. At the time, 
everyone thought that with education, 
signs and common public decency in 
dog owners picking up their dog poop, 
that dogs could be in the canyon 
without impacting the water quality. 

This experiment has been a dismal 
failure. Coliform bacteria levels have 
risen yearly. No amount of signage, 
education or supposed public decency 
has prevented this emergency. 

I realize there are many responsible 
dog owners in this community; 
however, it is clear that a substantial 
number of dog owners accessing the 
canyon do not obey our leash laws 
and they do not clean up after their 
dogs. The numbers do not lie and 
1200 ppm says it all!!!  It’s safe now, 
but why take the risk. There is only one 
safe course forward and that is to 
immediately ban all dogs from the 
watershed area.  

Continued on p. 2 
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Notes from Our 

Annual Stock-

holders’ Meeting 

First of all, we would like 

to thank all our 

stockholders who returned 

their votes or proxies and 

enabled us to hold a valid 

meeting on Wednesday, 

March 23. 

We also thank those who 

attended the meeting and 

asked questions. 

At the meeting, our CEO, 

Darrin Jensen-Peterson, 

discussed many items, 

including the metering of 

the Pressure Irrigation (PI) 

system, the recent 

increase in PI rates, our 

plans to treat Utah Lake 

water to increase its 

quality, and our plans to 

reuse treated water in our 

irrigation system. 

Our current directors who 

were up for re-election 

were all approved, so the 

composition of our Board 

of Directors remains the 

same. 
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I am alarmed because the public 
hearing on this issue was stacked, 
via Facebook, in favor of people who 
want to take their dogs into the 
watershed. The public comment at 
the meeting overwhelming urged the 
council not to ban dogs from the 
watershed. We heard all the 
arguments about animal rights and 
the “dog in the canyon lifestyle.” We 
heard arguments blaming wildlife, 
construction and the City for not 
providing enough doggie bags or 
trash cans for dog owners as the 
cause of the problem. Only two 
people spoke in favor of protecting 
our drinking water. One was a doctor 
who spoke to the obvious health risks 
and the other was citizen who simply 
could not understand why it was even 
a discussion because clean water 
should be an absolute no brainer. 

I have a large dog. He is a beautiful 
Giant Schnauzer and he produces a 
substantial amount of doggie doo! 
When we take him in the canyon he 
is leashed and we take a bag for his 
waste. He wears a backpack and he 
carries his water in and his bagged 
poop out. We don’t rely upon the City; 
we use the bags if they are available, 
but we always bring our own because 
it is our responsibility to clean up after 
our dog. If you have to be told to 
clean up after your dog either by a 
sign or some other public outreach, 
you should not own a dog. It is not 
hard to comply with the law.                

On March 29, 2016, at 7:00 pm, the 
City Council considered an 
ordinance to ban all canines from 
the watershed. Now, this does not 
mean dogs cannot go in the 
canyon. It simply means they 
cannot go in the water shed 
boundaries. Dogs will still be 
allowed everywhere else, on a 
leash, and there are literally 
hundreds of acres and miles of 
trails they can still access.   

For your information, the City 
Council has funded a police/animal 
control officer to patrol the canyon. 
The officer is there to educate and 
protect the public. However, the 
officer is also mandated to enforce 
the law and write citations to 
violators. Going forward the City will 
strictly enforce leash laws and if the 
Ordinance passes, the officer will 
also protect the watershed. The 
fines are stiff and there are no 
excuses.  

I believe the majority of the City 
Council Members are for the ban, 
but some community members are 
clearly advocating for continued 
study, alternating days, education 
and/or voluntary compliance. The 
time has come to protect our water.  

Mayor Troy Walker 

Editor’s note: As of publication, the 
results of the city council’s 
discussion of the proposed 
ordinance are not known. Please 
check the city’s website 
(draper.ut.us) for more information.  

 

 

Are You Ready for Pressure Irrigation? 
 On April 1, we start pressuring up our pressure 
irrigation system. Be sure to turn off your stop 
and waste valve, disconnect hoses, and check 
your system for cracks and leaks to avoid 
flooding once the system is pressured up 
(approx. 10-14 days). 


