
 

 

 

 

February 2016 

Current Events 

The water outlook this winter isn’t 

very rosy so far, although with a few 

more months of snow accumulation 

season yet to come, we can keep our 

fingers crossed and hope for more 

storms later in the season. 

As of January 20, 2016, measuring 

stations in the mountains east of the 

Salt Lake Valley showed 83% to 99% 

of the official average Snow Water 

Equivalent, or SWE. While that may not 

sound too bad, it comes on the heels of 

several years of drought. Reservoir 

levels for the state as a whole are less 

than 70%, which is below average for 

this time of year. Since 70-90% or 

more of the water we use in Utah 

comes from snowpack, a good snow 

season is crucial for getting the water 

we need throughout the year. 

Measuring the Snowpack 

Although we can’t make it snow and 

can’t predict exactly how much snow 

will fall, we can measure what’s up 

there and compare it to past years in 

an effort to predict what the coming 

year’s water supply will be. 

In the 19th century, measuring 

methods were quite primitive. Draper 

Irrigation used to “measure” the snow 

depth by using binoculars to sight a 

certain tree in Big Willow canyon, then 

compare the depth of the snow around 

that tree to past years. 

In 1935, the federal government 

began measuring snowpack through 

The Snowpack: Forecasting Water Supplies 

February Office 
Hours: 

WaterPro’s office will be 
closed on the following dates 
and times: 

 Closed all day Monday, 
February 15, in observance 
of Presidents’ Day 

 Closed 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. on Friday, February 
26 for a company meeting 

 

the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, or NRCS, which still measures 

snow today. Employees hiked into 

designated “snow courses,” usually on 

north-facing slopes protected from the 

wind, and pounded aluminum tubes 

into the snow to measure its depth and 

density to come up with the SWE. In 

later years, the workers flew into the 

snow courses on helicopters. 

In the 1970s, the NRCS began using 

Snow Telemetry, or SNOTEL, 

technology in 11 western states to 

measure snow depth. Each SNOTEL 

station (there are 128 in Utah) includes 

equipment to measure snow density, 

precipitation in all seasons, air 

temperature, and soil moisture and 

temperature at depths varying from 

two inches to 40 inches. The solar-

powered stations then beam the data 

to the NRCS. Although each station 

costs around $15,000 to install, they 

are a money-saving measure because 

the NRCS no longer needs to use 

expensive helicopters to ferry workers 

to the stations. Each station is 

inspected and maintained roughly once 

a year. 
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In early February all stockholders 

will receive a ballot to vote for 

positions on the Draper Irrigation 

Board of Directors. 

Please vote! We must receive votes 

from a certain percentage of our 

stockholders in order to continue 

doing business. 

If you are not interested or prefer 

not to vote, we still ask that you 

mark the option on your ballot to 

assign us your proxy vote and 

return the ballot to WaterPro. 

If you plan to attend our 

stockholders’ meeting, bring the 

Please Return Your WaterPro Ballot 
 See You March 23 

at Our Annual 

Stockholders’ 

Meeting 

Please join us in the 

City Council Room at 

Draper City Hall (1020 

East Pioneer Road) at 7 

p.m. on Wednesday, 

March 23 for our annual 

meeting.  

At the meeting we will 

present information 

about what we’ve been 

doing in 2015 and what 

we have planned for 

2016. You’ll have a 

chance to ask questions 

of our General Manager 

and other members of 

our staff. You’ll also have 

the opportunity to vote 

for members of our 

Board of Directors. 

If you have any 

questions about the 

meeting, please contact 

Diana Percival at 

hope@waterpro.net or 

801-571-2232. 
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ballot to the meeting with you. If you 

are not attending, return your ballot to 

our office before March 23. 

If you have any questions, please 

contact Diana Percival at 

hope@waterpro.net or 801-571-2232. 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

Protect Streambanks to Protect Wildlife 
 
If you’re fortunate enough to 

have a stream running through 

your property, you may already 

realize that they are a precious 

source of wildlife habitat. 

Riparian areas – the green area 

alongside a stream or river – 

make up less than 1% of the land 

in Utah, but are the most heavily 

used wildlife habitat in the state. 

Eighty-two percent of all bird 

species in Utah depend on riparian 

habitat. 

So what can you do to make 

your little slice of streambank 

friendly to birds and wildlife? 

 Reduce the amount of lawn 

near the streambank. Fertilizer 

runoff isn’t good for water 

quality or wildlife. 

 Plant native trees, shrubs, and 

grasses within a 100-foot area 

of the stream. Naturally 

occurring riparian plants in our 

area include grasses, sedges, 

willows, dogwood, wild rose, 

sumac, birch, maple, 

cottonwood, and more. 

 Use paths between plants for 

direct access to minimize 

impacts in the riparian zone. 

 Consider the water needs 

and shade tolerance of any 

plants you place near a 

stream. 

 Create multiple layers of 

plants (short, medium, and 

tall) to create a beautiful 

streamscape that provides 

shelter for a variety of 

wildlife. 

 

  

mailto:hope@waterpro.net
mailto:hope@waterpro.net

