
 

 

 

 

  

June 2016 

Current Events 

In last month’s newsletter, we discussed 

why backflow is bad (hint: it contaminates 
your drinking water!) and how it might 
happen. The key to preventing backflow is to 
have a properly installed, maintained, and 
inspected backflow prevention device as 
part of your culinary water system. 

But does every WaterPro customer need to 
install a backflow prevention device? The 
answer is: you need backflow prevention if 
you have a culinary water connection that 
may be used to supply a sprinkler system. 

Still confused? Let’s look at some examples. 

#1: The Condo Couple 

The Condo Couple lives in a condominium in 
a multi-unit building. They have culinary 
water service for which they are billed 
individually, but no connection to 
WaterPro’s pressure irrigation (PI) system 
because they have no lawn, just a few plants 
on their balcony that they water by hand. 
Does the Condo Couple need a backflow 
prevention device? 

Answer: No! They do not have a sprinkler 
system, or any outdoor watering system at 
all, so they do not need backflow prevention. 

#2: The Old House Family 

The Old House family lives in a historic home 
with a small lot. They do not have a sprinkler 
system, but hook a hose with a sprinkler 
attached to their outside faucet when they 
want to water their lawn. Do they need a 
backflow prevention device? 

Answer: Yes, they should have a small device 
on their exterior faucet. Since it is an old 
house, an older faucet may not have 
backflow prevention built in. If that is the 
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case, they can buy a hose bib vacuum 
breaker (see picture), available at most 
plumbing supply and hardware stores, and 
install it – they are easy to install. Or they 
could replace an old faucet with a new one 
with integrated backflow prevention. 

 

#3: The Irrigator 

This customer is “hard tied” to the PI only 
with no option to switch to the  culinary 
supply without digging up and adding 
piping to connect that supply to the 
existing sprinkler system. Does the irrigator 
need backflow protection?  

 Answer: No. If the sprinklers are “hard 
tied” to PI only, there is no need for 
backflow protection on the sprinkler 
system.  

#4: The Dual User and Culinary Only 
User 

Both of these customers have the ability to 
use culinary water through all or part (e.g., 
flower beds) of their sprinklers. The 
Culinary Only customer is “hard tied” to 
the culinary, while the Dual User can 
switch back and forth from culinary to PI 
through a swing connection. Which of 
these customers needs backflow 
prevention? 

Continued on p. 2 
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WaterSense Site a 

Resource for Water 

Questions 

Want to spruce up your 

sprinkler system, but don’t 

know where to start? Are 

you curious about how you 

can cut your water use 

and save money? 

The Environmental 

Protection Agency provides 

a website 

(epa.gov/watersense) that 

will help you: 

 Calculate possible 

water savings 

 Test your watersense 

 Find rebates near you 

 Find the right weather-

based irrigation 

controller 

 Find a Watersense pro 

to help upgrade your 

system for savings 

 And more! 

There’s even a link to fun 

games that teach kids 

simple ways to use water 

wisely, and links for 

teachers to incorporate 

watersense into their 

lesson plans. 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer: Both! Even if the Dual User only 
uses PI and has never switched to the 
culinary, as long as they have the ability to 
switch, they MUST have a backflow 
preventer. The Culinary Only user who 
doesn’t have PI available in their area is still 
required to have backflow protection. 

Do I have a backflow preventer? 

Not sure whether or not you have a 
backflow prevention device installed? 
Normally, it’s installed near your culinary 
stop and waste, and might look like this.  

 

A backflow prevention device typically 
extends above ground, although those 

installed before 2006 may be in a 
sprinkler box in the ground. Some 
people install a cage or a fake rock 
over the device to protect or 
camouflage it – that’s perfectly all 
right. Just lift up that rock to see if 
there’s a backflow device under it. 

Also note that backflow prevention is 
required when needed, along with 
inspection of the device to make sure 
it’s working properly. 

Here’s the most important thing to 
take away: If you have any 
questions about whether you need 
a backflow prevention device, how 
to get one, or anything about 
backflow, please contact Paige 
Wolfe, our backflow prevention 
expert, at 801-571-2232 or 
wolfe@waterpro.net. 

 

 

 

Conservation AND Lawns? Yes! 
 
Is water conservation just a code phrase 

for desert landscaping? 

Absolutely not, according to Kelly Kopp, a 
professor and Extension Water 
Conservation and Turfgrass Specialist at 
Utah State University. In fact, as Kopp 
said at the Utah Water Users conference 
in March, green lawns can serve a vital 
function in keeping urban temperatures 
from soaring. Also, when homeowners 
replace grass with xeric landscaping, they 
often under-water (and accidentally kill) 
trees, which are also an essential part of 
our landscape. 

The problem isn’t grass per se, but 
overwatering. According to Kopp, most 
homeowners water roughly twice as 
much as necessary, and commercial 
properties use three or four times as 
much water as needed to maintain a 
healthy landscape. 

The answer? USU and other organizations 
are researching varieties of turfgrass that 
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can thrive on less water, as well as 
other ornamental plants that can 
grow well without additional water 
in our climate.  

Also, they are researching climate-
based irrigation controllers that 
adjust water usage based on rainfall, 
temperature, and other climate 
conditions. “I’m a strong proponent 
of these types of controllers,” Kopp 
said, adding that they can be “a little 
tricky” to set up. You can consult a 
Watersense pro (see article at left) 
or a QWEL certified landscaper 
www.qwelnet)for help in installing 
one of these devices. 
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