
 

 

 

 

  

September 2016 

Current Events 

This summer’s algal bloom in Utah 

Lake has served as a wake-up call 

showing how our water supply is at 

the mercy of Mother Nature and our 

own consumption habits. There are 

several valuable lessons we can 

learn from the situation, but the most 

important is that conservation is an 

absolutely essential part of our water 

use patterns. 

What happened 

The water level in Utah Lake is 

tremendously low, mostly because 

we are now in the fifth year of a 

drought. Low water levels combined 

with a very hot summer led to 

uncontrolled algae blooms in the 

water. Although such blooms are 

natural, they can sometimes create 

toxins that make the water unusable 

for farming and irrigation. 

By mid to late summer, 

WaterPro’s pressure irrigation (PI) 

water comes almost exclusively from 

Utah Lake. This led to two concerns 

about our PI water: 

 Toxins in the water might poison 

garden produce  

 Our water supply might be cut off 

Fortunately, testing by the state 

Department of Environmental Quality 

showed no harmful toxins in the 

water due to the algal bloom. 

What Is the Utah Lake Water Situation 
Telling Us? CONSERVE! 
 

September Office 

Hours: 

 Monday, September 5: 
Closed all day in 
observance of Labor Day 

 Friday, September 30: 
Closed from 11:30-1:00 for 

a company meeting 
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Garden produce irrigated with 

PI water is NOT contaminated. 

However, because of continuing 

low water levels, our PI season will 

be cut short this year. 

Our water supply is limited 

and vulnerable 

WaterPro is one of many 

organizations that hold water 

rights in Utah Lake. These water 

rights are governed by an 

agreement that details who gets 

water, and how much. 

At this point, we are not sure 

exactly how much longer we 

can supply irrigation water. We 

hope to be able to supply water 

until October 1, but that depends 

on weather and our ability to find 

additional water to lease. If the 

weather this month is hot and 

windy, or if we are unable to find 

additional water, the season may 

end sooner. 

We use too much water 

Utahns love our green lawns – 

and there’s nothing wrong with 

that. The problem is that we keep 

them green with outdated watering 

practices that waste water. It’s 

possible to have a beautiful lawn 

using up to 50% less water than 

http://www.waterpro.net/


 
 

 

Emergency 

Water Storage 

Tips 

September is Emergency 

Preparedness Month, and 

what better way to observe 

it than making sure your 

family will have an 

adequate supply of water in 

an emergency? To learn 

more, visit 

www.ready.gov/water, or 

get started with these tips: 

 Aim for at least a three-

day supply. 

 Rule of thumb: one 

gallon per person per 

day. 

 Store water in a cool, 

dark place. 

 It’s perfectly safe to store 

tap water. Experts 

recommend you use 

empty 1- or 2-liter soda 

bottles. Wash the bottles 

and caps with soap and 

water, then rinse 

thoroughly and fill with 

water. Do not reuse juice 

or milk containers, as 

these may promote 

bacterial growth. 

 Replace stored water 

every six months. HINT: 

Pour the stored water 

out on your lawn or 

landscape so it doesn’t 

go to waste. Even in the 

winter, your plants will 

thank you for the drink! 
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FREE Water Conservation Help 

Moisture Sensors: Just stick one in the ground to measure the 

moisture level and see when it’s time to water again. Pick one up for 

free at WaterPro’s office (12421 South 800 East, Draper) while 

supplies last. 

Smartphone app: The Utah weekly lawn watering guide shows how 

much to water, based on recent weather patterns. It also includes a 

calculator for determining your water use and a tips section on water 

conservation. Available for Android and iPhone. Go to 

http://www.conservewater.utah.gov/guide.html or download from the 

Apple App Store or Google Play. 

Slow the Flow: www.slowtheflow.org provides a wealth of information 

about water conservation. Free Water Checks to analyze the efficiency 

of your sprinkler system are available May through August, so plan 

ahead to schedule one next spring. 

Landscaping classes: Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District’s 

Conservation Garden Park continues to offer free landscaping classes 

on a variety of topics throughout the fall (visit 

https://conservationgardenpark.org/events). But hurry to register – 

these classes fill up fast. 
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you might currently be using. 

WaterPro is encouraging conservation by introducing water meters 

on our PI connections. Our PI users historically paid a flat fee based 

on the size of their lots, but this led to overuse and waste. Billing by 

use is fairer to all our customers. 

Below you’ll find a number of free ways to cut back on the amount 

of water you use outdoors without cutting back on the quality of your 

landscape. 
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