
 

 

 

 

  

December 2016 

Current Events 

We hope that by the time you read 

this, a monster snowstorm will have 

swept the state, coating our 

mountains (and skis slopes) in a 

thick blanket of white and renewing 

hope for a reservoir-replenishing 

snowpack. 

As of this writing, however, the 

forecast is full of “ominous signs” 

for the rest of this water year, 

according to Brian McInerney, a 

hydrologist for the National 

Weather Service in Salt Lake City. 

The water year began on 

October 1, with October 

temperatures averaging 5.3 

degrees higher than normal and a 

high-pressure ridge already parked 

above the state. This weather 

pattern has been responsible for 

the drought now entering its sixth 

year, and signs show that the 

conditions that have been causing 

the drought look set to continue. 

According to a November 3 

article in the Salt Lake Tribune, 

storage in Utah reservoirs averages 

46 percent. There has been some 

precipitation so far in the water 

year, but the warmer-than-normal 

temperatures mean that it either 

fell as rain, or as quickly-melted 

snow. While that’s good for stream 

flows and soil moisture levels, it 

Where’s the Snow? “Ominous” Signs 
Point to Dry Winter 
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does nothing to fill up the 

reservoirs. 

What’s ahead for the state? 

Long-term forecasts from the 

National Weather Service show 

higher-than-average 

temperatures persisting through 

January, which would be very 

bad for the state’s water supply, 

not to mention the ski and 

tourism industries. 

McInerney points out that 

long-range forecasts are 

unreliable, and the high-

pressure pattern could still 

change. If the snowpack begins 

building by December, there is 

still a chance for a healthy water 

year.  
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Water Stress: A Global Problem 
Celebrate the 
Season with 
Community 

Events 

Candy Cane Hunt 

December 12, 4-5:30 
pm, Draper Historic 

Park 

Children 3-6 years old 

are invited to 
participate in this fun 
FREE event. Thousands 

of candy canes will be 
scattered through the 

park. Specially-marked 
canes can be redeemed 
for a new toy. Enjoy 

candy, toys, music, and 
friends! 

 

Sing-Along 

“Messiah” 

December 4, 6-8 pm 
and December 11, 
7:30-9:30 pm 

13400 S 1300 East 

Join a full chorus and 

live orchestra as you 
sing along to Handel’s 
masterpiece, including 

the incomparable 
“Hallelujah” chorus! 

Free to all. 
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Utah is not the only place where a growing population is putting 

increased strains on water supplies. The Economist reported on 

November 5th that demand for water is outstripping available supply 

in an increasing number of countries worldwide. 

According to the World Resources Institute, a think tank, out of 

167 countries ranked, 33 face extremely high water stress by 2040. 

What’s more, expanding populations, increasing prosperity 

worldwide (as people become richer, they use more water), and 

poor water management all contribute to growing water stress in 

many places. 

Mark Your Calendars: Stockholder’s 
Meeting March 22, 2015 
 
Please join us in the City 

Council Room at Draper City 

Hall (1020 East Pioneer Road) 

at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 

March 22 for our annual 

meeting. We’ll talk about what 

we’ve done in 2016 and our 

plans for 2017. You can ask 

questions of our General 

Manager and other staff. You’ll 

also have the opportunity to 

vote for our Board of 

Directors. If you have any 

questions about the meeting, 

contact Diana Percival at 

hope@waterpro.net or 801-571-2232.  

 


