
 

good enough for the “good old days,” 
then why is it such a problem now? 

As mentioned earlier, the “good old 

days” sometimes included early deaths 
from water-borne diseases. In many 

parts of the world, this is still a major 
problem. More than 840,000 people 

worldwide still die from water-borne 
diseases every year, according to Water 

for People, another charity that helps 

develop safe water and sanitation for 
those in need. 

Lack of clean water and proper 
sanitation are major obstacles to 

development. Children can’t go to school 

when they’re sick. Women spend most of 
their time trying to find clean water for 

the family. Sick parents can’t provide a 
better life for their families. Entire 

countries are destabilized when their 
people can’t meet such a basic need. 

How can you help? 

The two charities mentioned 
(waterforpeople.org and water.org) have 

both received the highest rating of four 
stars from Charity Navigator, which rates 

not-for-profit groups for financial 

performance as well as accountability 
and transparency. If you would like to 

help, they are a good place to start. 
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Current Events 

Here in Utah, most of us take safe 

water for granted. We know we can 

turn on the tap and get clean, safe 
drinking water any time we want it. 

But that wasn’t always the case. In 
the 19th century, hundreds of people 

right here in the Salt Lake valley died 
every year from water-borne diseases 

such as cholera and dysentery. 

In many parts of the world, that’s still 
the case – even in developed 

countries. Water.org, a charity that 
brings safe water and sanitation to 

people worldwide, has an interactive 

map on their website 
(water.org/water-crisis) that shows 

numbers of people in various regions 
who lack access to clean water: 

 Africa: 332 million 

 South, west, and central Asia: 

155 million 

 Southeast and east Asia and 

Oceania: 131 million 

 Latin America and Caribbean: 

32 million 

 Developed countries (North 

America, Europe, and 
Australia): 13 million 

In addition, 2.4 billion people – that’s 
one out of every three people on the 

planet – lack access to a toilet. 

Why does the water crisis 
matter? 

Some people have fond childhood 
memories of drinking out of the 

garden hose on a hot summer day. 
They might have heard grandparents 

reminisce about getting water from a 

well or even from a creek. If it was 

663 Million People Lack Access to Safe Water 
 

February Office 

Hours: 

WaterPro’s office will be 
closed on the following dates 
and times: 

 Closed all day February 20, 
Presidents’ Day 

 Closed 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. on Friday, February 
24 for a company meeting 
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In early February all shareholders 

will receive a ballot to vote for 

positions on the Draper Irrigation 
Company Board of Directors. 

Please vote! We must receive votes 

from a certain percentage of our 
shareholders in order to continue 

doing business. 

If you are not interested or prefer 

not to vote, we still ask that you 

Please Return Your Ballot 
 

See You at the 

Draper Irrigation 
Company 

Shareholders’ 
Meeting! 

Please join us in the 

City Council Room at 

Draper City Hall (1020 

East Pioneer Road) at 7 

p.m. on Wednesday, 

March 22 for our annual 

meeting.  

At the meeting we will 

present information 

about what we did in 

2016 and what we have 

planned for 2017. You’ll 

have a chance to ask 

questions of our General 

Manager and other 

members of our staff. 

You’ll also have the 

opportunity to vote for 

members of our Board of 

Directors. 

If you have any 

questions about the 

meeting, please contact 

Diana Percival at 

hope@waterpro.net or 

801-571-2232. 
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mark the option on your ballot to 
assign us your proxy vote and return 

the ballot to WaterPro. 

If you are planning to attend our 
shareholders’ meeting, bring the ballot 

to the meeting with you. If you are 
not attending, please return your 

ballot to our office before March 22. 

If you have any questions, please 

contact Diana Percival at 

hope@waterpro.net or 801-571-2232. 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

Statewide Snowpack Looks Great – For Now 
 
Water managers greeted the latest SNOTEL chart from the US Department of 

Agriculture (http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov) with cautious optimism. Current 
snowpacks are far above average for this time of year, but there are still a 

couple of months to go, and the spring weather will determine how much water 
is available during the coming warmer months. 

March 

22 

7 p.m. 
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